OAK TREE PARK AND RECREATION DISTRICT
18847 Oak Tree Road, Nevada City, CA  95959   

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
REGULAR MEETING
January 19, 2026
MINUTES

PRESENT:  Michael Travers; Chair, Anne Solik, Mike Easter, Tom Wade, 
ABSENT:   Carole Chadima (arrived at 7:36 PM)

1. CALL TO ORDER:  Meeting called to order at 6:00 PM, roll taken, four members present, quorum established.  Pledge of Allegiance.
2. PUBLIC COMMENT ON MATTERS NOT ON AGENDA: As per the Brown Act, members of the community are free to speak on any item of interest to the public that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Board.  The Chair will recognize individuals who wish to speak.  Comments should be directed to the Board.  Each individual shall be given one opportunity to speak.  Please limit your comments to five minutes.
A. Sunshine Bender, Twin Ridges School District, reports that due to Jon Whitlow’s unstable interactions and tampering with/destruction of property, she has had to re-key the entire Oak Tree Road campus, at the cost of $1251.79. The property has been out of water due to damages caused by Whitlow, costing TRSD $2877.00 in repairs.  Whitlow has also created fear on campus with threatening and unstable behavior toward multiple people.  Proper and thorough vetting of all contractors is necessary, including finger prints and background checks.
i. OTP needs to address the expense to Twin Ridges School Dist.
ii. Restraining Order?
iii. Motion Cameras at OTP- where does the feed go/ how does OTP access footage?
a. ERO is a device to capture live action video. 
B. Jacob Studebaker, neighbor, came to offer his support.
3. CONSENT CALENDAR: (ACTION) 
A. Approval of January 2026 Agenda- Tom Wade moved to approve the Agenda. Mike Easter seconded.  Motion approved by 4/0 vote.
B. Approval of December 2025 Minutes- Wade moved to approve the Minutes. Easter seconded.  Motion approved by 4/0 vote.
4. ANNOUNCEMENTS: As per the Brown Act, a Board member may make a brief announcement or report on his or her own activities. Board members may also provide a reference to staff or other resources for factual information, request staff to report back to the Board at a subsequent meeting concerning any matter, or take action to direct staff to place a matter of business on a future agenda.  
A. Anne Solik reports there is a Recreation Coalition meeting coming up.
B. Michael Travers reports there was a meeting of local county Park Districts; he learned that the county recommended Bear River Park District, Western Gateway, and Oak Tree Park combine into one entity, but none of the districts thought it was a good idea; they are too far apart.  Bear River has programs that create a lot of money for the park district and they solicit donations and fundraising through a 501(c) non profit, Friends of Bear River Park and Recreation District. 
C. Grant Writer for parks needed. The county would pay for a Grant Writer to be split between the 3 local parks. OTP  needs to send Nevada County and official letter expressing who we are and what we need funding for (such as a firebreak around the park grounds).
i. OTP to create a committee for this. 
5. REPORTS: 
A. Library Report; Presented by a member of the Library Board, see attached. 
B. Grounds Maintenance Report- Wade
i. Well pump for library failed. While repairing, they found 2 huge leaks in the lines. OTP hasn’t received the bill yet for the cost of repair.

ii. Jon has done damage to the front building (pump house) where he jumped the switch and shut off the overflow valve. Expect a high electric bill. Haven’t been billed yet for the cost of that repair. This pumphouse also needs a door.
iii. Back of library pumphouse needs to be grounded and have GFI hooked up. Brandon will come back to do that, Wade will let him in. Price quoted $2689 for that job. This pump house needs a door jam.
iv. There’s another leak that was quoted $2000 to dig and find the leak. Joe Blake also finds leaks for $300-$400- he will be hired to find this one.
v. Whitlow has been breaking in to the tool shed (all park keys were taken from him last month), taking tools, and then leaving them around the park. Hes taking the whole latch off and he has set up a mechanic shop using park tools. All tools were moved to a trailer on Easter’s property.
vi. Whitlow took the new riding lawn mower into downtown North San Juan on 1/18/26. Wade was called from a concerned citizen when Whitlow was seen driving it on Oak Tree Rd., Wade and Easter went to NSJ and called the police. Before police could arrive, Whitlow drove the mower back to the park, but kept the keys and disappeared. Wade and Easter removed a tire from the mower to prevent Whitlow from taking it again. Damages done to mower include: Belts are off, keys are gone; does OTP need to buy a new ignition?
vii. Park Trailer keys are missing; Travers will order another lock.
viii. Easter suggests that as a Board, OTP files a Small Claim against Whitlow.
C. Secretary Report- Christina Reese
i. Will call Suburban Propane to be sure we are on automatic delivery
D. Board Member Reports and Projects
i. Chairman of the Board Report –Michael Travers- Insurance/Legal Matters/Facilities;
a. Will check to be sure OTP liability insurance includes SAM coverage.
ii. Treasurer’s Report – Anne Solik
a. Accounts Payable & Warrant Requests – list of expenses owed by the district.- see attached. (ACTION)
A list of warrants presented, signatures gathered. Travers motioned to approve warrants as presented. Seconded by Solik. Motion approved by 4/0 vote. 
b.  Accounts Receivable- Receivables from Library.
c. Solik reported that there is a learning curve with the new accounting system.
iii. Outreach Report- 
a. Nothing new to report. 

6.   NEW BUSINESS  
	
A. Appointment of OTP Officers
Tabled to February meeting.
B. Interview Lukas Williams and approval of hire for Grounds Maintenance Position (Action)
i. Easter moved to hire Williams on a Temporary basis, Wade seconded. Motion approved by 4/0 vote
C. Closed Session
i. Pay Scale for Grounds Maintenance Position.
7.   OLD BUSINESS
A. Annual Tasks Calendar
i. Tabled to February 2026 meeting. 
8. NEXT MEETING:  Next regular meeting is Monday, February 16, 2026

9. [bookmark: _GoBack]ADJOURNMENT:  Meeting adjourned at 8:13 PM.

Christina Reese
	
 Christina Reese



